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7th October 2026

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Safeguarding Annual Statement
I am writing this letter on the Feast of the Holy Guardian Angels, patrons of the Church’s Safeguarding Mission in Scotland.

Pope Leo has spoken of the need to safeguard the dignity of the human person and to build a genuine Culture of Care within our communities. These themes reflect the vision of In God’s Image Version 2, our safeguarding instruction, which calls us not only to maintain safe practices but to create parish communities where every person is welcomed, valued, respected, and protected.

A Culture of Care begins when we choose to notice the person we might otherwise overlook. It is reflected in the decisions we make every day. It asks not only whether our activities are successful, but whether they are safe, inclusive, and welcoming. It invites us to consider who may need additional support and how we can ensure that every person is treated with dignity and respect.

When we organise activities for children, young people, and protected adults, a Culture of Care ensures that those entrusted with leadership have been safely recruited and appropriately trained. When we plan pilgrimages and events, it encourages us to think about those who may need particular support to participate fully. In our everyday parish life, it challenges us to look beyond familiar faces and to notice who may be isolated, or simply in need of welcome and companionship.

Perhaps the challenge for all of us is to ask simple questions:

Who might be vulnerable?

Who has not been heard?

Who might be overlooked?


As we continue to embed the vision of In God’s Image throughout the Diocese, let us work together to build a Culture of Care where safeguarding is understood as a shared responsibility. By listening with humility, acting with compassion, and remaining attentive to the needs of others, we can help ensure that our parishes are places where everyone knows they are welcomed, valued, protected, and heard.






[bookmark: _GoBack]I thank our Clergy, Religious Brother and Sisters, Parish Safeguarding Coordinators, volunteers and all those who contribute to this important ministry. Through your dedication and service, you help ensure that safeguarding remains a lived expression of our commitment to care for one another and uphold the dignity of every person.
With my Prayers and best wishes,
Yours in Christ
 [image: ]
+ Joseph Toal

Safeguarding Contact details:
If you wish to share any information of a safeguarding nature, please contact our Diocesan
Safeguarding Advisor:
Mrs Veronica McKenna
Tel: 01698 269114
Email: veronicamckenna@rcdom.org.uk 
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